Total Abstinence From Alcohol

(Part 1)

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is
not in them. *® For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. " The world and its desires pass
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” (1 John 2:15-17) After we received the
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord over our lives His love will guide us to be separated from the
world. One of issue that is important and we will discuss here is drinking of alcohol. In more recent
years, however, this mark of separation from the world and this token of dedicated service to God
has been questioned by some. Yet the continued effective work of reaching the lost and of
challenging all believers to be always filled with the Holy Spirit is seriously jeopardized by a
careless attitude concerning the consumption of alcoholic beverages.

For two reasons we urge all believers to avoid the Satanic tool of alcohol which destroys lives,
damns souls, and blights society: (1) A studied review of the Scriptures affirms a stern warning
against intoxicating drink and a call to separation from this evil for the purpose of better service to
God and mankind; and (2) Current social abuses and the public outrage over the high cost of
alcohol in terms of human misery, death, and destruction of property cry out with urgency for the
church of Jesus Christ to oppose firmly any use whatsoever of a beverage which so insidiously
afflicts and binds the bodies and minds of men and women.

The Scriptures Record Tragedies Caused by Alcohol

Although there is disagreement among Bible scholars about the true nature of the drink referred to
by the various Hebrew and Greek words for "wine," it is only too evident that some persons in the
Old Testament drank fermented wine.

1- Noabh, after saving his family from the destruction of the Flood, planted a vineyard, made
wine, became intoxicated, and brought disastrous results on himself and his family: Let us read
that, “?° Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded™ to plant a vineyard. * When he drank some of its
wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 2 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his
father naked and told his two brothers outside. * But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid
it across their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father’s naked body.
Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their father naked. ** When
Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, 5 he said,
“Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers.” % He also said, “Praise be to
the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem. ¥ May God extend Japheth’s®
territory; may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be the slave of Japheth.”
(Genesis 9:20-27) He was no doubt surprised, upon his return to sobriety and clear thinking, to
realize his simple act of taking a drink had ended in such shame.

2 - The two daughters of Lot made their father drink liquor until he became drunk; then they
committed incest with him: Let us read that, “Lot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in
the mountains, for he was afraid to stay in Zoar. He and his two daughters lived in a cave. ** One
day the older daughter said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is no man around here
to give us children—as is the custom all over the earth. * Let’s get our father to drink wine and
then sleep with him and preserve our family line through our father.” * That night they got their
father to drink wine, and the older daughter went in and slept with him. He was not aware of it

when she lay down or when she got up. ** The next day the older daughter said to the younger,
“Last night I slept with my father. Let’s get him to drink wine again tonight, and you go in and
sleep with him so we can preserve our family line through our father.” * So they got their father
to drink wine that night also, and the younger daughter went in and slept with him. Again he was
not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up. ¥ So both of Lot’s daughters became
pregnant by their father. * The older daughter had a son, and she named him Moab; he is the
father of the Moabites of today. * The younger daughter also had a son, and she named him
Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today.” (Genesis 19:30-38) So shameful
happening because of alcohol.

3- King Xerxes was powerful. He ruled over a great kingdom and had a beautiful wife. But his
foolish action before his drinking guests resulted in the deposition of his queen and the
dissolution of their marriage: Let us read that, “° Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the
women in the royal palace of King Xerxes. ° On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high
spirits from wine, he commanded the seven eunuchs who served him—Mehuman, Biztha,
Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Karkas— Yo bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing
her royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look
at. > But when the attendants delivered the king’s command, Queen Vashti refused to come.
Then the king became furious and burned with anger. ** Since it was customary for the king to
consult experts in matters of law and justice, he spoke with the wise men who understood the
times ** and were closest to the king—Karshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena
and Memukan, the seven nobles of Persia and Media who had special access to the king and were
highest in the kingdom. *® “According to law, what must be done to Queen Vashti?” he asked.
“She has not obeyed the command of King Xerxes that the eunuchs have taken to her.” *® Then
Memukan replied in the presence of the king and the nobles, “Queen Vashti has done wrong, not
only against the king but also against all the nobles and the peoples of all the provinces of King
Xerxes. ' For the queen’s conduct will become known to all the women, and so they will despise
their husbands and say, ‘King Xerxes commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, but
she would not come.” ® This very day the Persian and Median women of the nobility who have
heard about the queen’s conduct will respond to all the king’s nobles in the same way. There will
be no end of disrespect and discord. ** “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him issue a royal
decree and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti
is never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her royal position to
someone else who is better than she. 2 Then when the king’s edict is proclaimed throughout all
his vast realm, all the women will respect their husbands, from the least to the greatest.” 2 The
king and his nobles were pleased with this advice, so the king did as Memukan proposed. * He
sent dispatches to all parts of the kingdom, to each province in its own script and to each people
in their own language, proclaiming that every man should be ruler over his own household, using
his native tongue.” (Esther 1:9-22) Wine can lead to marital and family breakdown.

My Dear and Beloved: “Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be
counted among the wise.” (Proverbs 19:20) Do you want to avoid passing the suffering
experience of the above mentioned characters? If that is your real desire then keep away from
drink and don’t allow it to enter your house, as you agree to pray.

My Prayer: Father God | come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my
sins and was buried and rose from the dead to give me eternal life. Lord thank you for your
word that enlighten me about the real danger of alcohol in my life. Lord I commit myself to
abstain from alcohol and | commit myself to teach others to avoid it. Lord give me
perseverance and self-control to do that, this is my prayer in Jesus name Amen.



